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What Is the EZB?

A brief overview of key facts, the most important features 
and why OA data have powerful potential in the EZB
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Key Facts

• The Electronic Journals Library (EZB) provides information 
on more than 110,000 electronic journals from all subject 
areas, including 74,000 freely available titles.
• Large-scale, high-quality data basis (data maintained by all partner 

institutions)

• Access numbers: 8.2 million title usages in 2021, 124 million links 
delivered via EZB linking service in 2021

• Over 650 participating libraries and research institutions as of 
2022

• => EZB is a data hub
• EZB data is being re-used by various services such as end-user services 

as well as  services providing literature and research information
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Key Features

• Specific views for participating institutions. Users get specific 
information on:
• Journal access currently applying at their institution

• Journal licenses currently applying at their institution

• Access Information via traffic light symbols

• OA policies, publisher agreements etc.

• Convenient administration of licenses for participating 
institutions 

• Centralised management of journal packages and journal 
collections by collection managers 
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EZB User Interface

The most important functions of the EZB user interface at a 
glance
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The UI (subject view)
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Key UI Features

• Access: https://ezb.ur.de (DE & EN)

• Uniform access to e-journals and full texts via customizable interfaces 
for institutions and accessibility

• Traffic light icons visualise journal accessibility in participating 
institutions 

• Journal availability check for institutions via EZB Linking Service 
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EZB Traffic Lights
• freely available / OA

• free for institution / OA for institution

• Partially accessible from Campus net

• not free / closed access 
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EZB journal 

detail view

(for 

Regensburg)



OA and Publication Cost Information 
in the EZB

How the EZB can collect and present information on 
publication costs 
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The Big Potential for OA and Publication Cost 
Info in the EZB

• Active and deeply engaged community

• Large-scale and high-quality data
• Regularly updated and well-maintained data sets

• Variety of interfaces provide easy access to EZB data

• EZB is a well-established service in the library world, 
almost every higher educational institution in Germany uses 
EZB: 
• Changes and updates on GUI have a huge impact

• EZB is a central hub for journal related data, thus providing 
more information on OA would have a huge impact

• => many libraries and their users already get information on 
OA via EZB
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Spreading Publication Cost Information 
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Displaying Publication Cost Information 
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Extending EZB 

Enhanced data services and GUI extensions
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EZB and openCost UI Extension

• Journal categories (DOAJ journals, S2O etc)
• New properties for data retrieval, faceted searches, list exports

• Glossary: providing standard description texts of categories in both English and 
German

• Incorporation of openAPC data (currently administration only)
• Using ROR-ID to retrieve specific and global cost data for journals

• Transformative agreements: ESAC-IDs
• Marking EZB collections as transformative agreements

• Extended data export: journal categories + IDs

• REST-API services
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Journal Categories In Numbers

category name (preliminary) number of journals (preliminary)

Flip Journal 238

Indexed in DOAJ (auto) 12808

Journal without APC (auto) 8215 

Mirror Journal* 47

Subscribe to Open (S2O) 63
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*Example data source and description:

Barbers, Irene; Delasalle, Jenny; Elsner, Carsten; Voigt, Michaela; Stanzel, Franziska; Maly, Katja; Schmiedicke, Heidi; 

Lindstrot, Barbara, 2022, "Open Access Monitor: Mirror Journals", https://doi.org/10.26165/JUELICH-DATA/JRBK07, 

Jülich DATA, V1 

 

A mirror journal is a fully open access version of an existing subscription journal, with the same editorial board, aims and 

scope, peer review processes and policies and an editorial board with at least 50% of the same members. The journal may 

have a similar name as the subscription title, but it must have a different ISSN. 



Journal Categories GUI Extension

EZB GUI EZB Administration
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Journal Categories Explained (Glossary)
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Contact & Info • EZB: 
https://ezb.ur.de

• EZB User Help: 
https://ezb.ur.de/hilfe?lang=en

• EZB Services for Libraries: 
https://ezb.ur.de/services?lang=en

• EZB Team & Advisory Board 
https://ezb.ur.de/services/team?lang=en

Silke Weisheit

Head of EZB

Email: silke.weisheit@ur.de

Phone: +49 941 943-7423 
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Thank you for your attention!
https://ezb.ur.de 
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