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High-energy neutrino astronomy: a glimpse of the Promised Land

Ch. Spiering

Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron (DESY)
Platanenallee 6, 15738 Zeuthen, Germany
E-mail: christian.spiering@desy.de

In 2012, ghysicistsand astronomers celebrated the hundredth anniversary of thedetectionof cosmic raysby Viktor Hess. A year later, in
2013, the@rst evidence for extraterrestrial high-energy neutrinos emerged, promising fundamental insight into the originof cosmic rays.
The evidencewas obtained from thedata from the IceCubeneutrino telescope at the South Pole. When the idea of thistelescopewas @rst
discussed at the 1973 International CosmicRay Con ference, itwas beyond anyone’s imagination that itwould take bikblical forty years
before the @rst discoveries would be made and the Promised Land of the high energy neutrino would @rst be glinmpsed. This paper
sketches the development towards really sensitive detectors, describes the latest results from the IceCube and ANTARES neutrino
telescopes, and takes a look at the future.
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